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	Report by:
	Director of Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
	To retain 1 double mobile classroom to the south-western boundary of the school site.  



	Site Address:
	Dallington School, The Street, Dallington.



	Applicant:
	Director of Children’s Services, East Sussex County Council



	Application No.
	RR/2723/CC



	Key Issues:
	Need

Siting and design

Impact on High Weald AONB



	Contact Officer:    


	Kirsty Taylor, 01273 48 1833

	Local Member: 

   
	Councillor John Barnes


RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal subject to the conditions set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1.
Dallington School lies on the southern edge of The Street in the northern part of the village. The site is approximately a metre above the road and is wholly within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Aside from the residential dwelling of Old Pantons Coach House, abutting the south-west boundary, it is surrounded by open countryside and agricultural fields. The only vehicular and pedestrian access is via The Street.

1.2.
The main school building is single storey and has a pitched tiled roof, reddish brick elevations and white painted window frames. There are modern flat roofed extensions to front and side elevations and a detached timber playhouse lies to the rear. The main school buildings front the site with a playground and a large playing field sited to the rear. Alongside the south-west boundary and abutting the playground is a detached timber playhouse and a double classroom unit, subject of this application. 

2.
The Proposal
2.1. It is proposed to retain the double mobile classroom unit for a further three years, until 31st August 2012, to support the teaching accommodation needs of the school and delivery of the curriculum. The applicant confirms the current feasibility study will determine whether the unit can be replaced with permanent accommodation and if successful, a planning application may be submitted in 2010.

2.2.
The classroom unit is of standard design and provides 164m² floor space. It has a rectangular shape, flat felt roof, light green walls and white pvc-u window frames. Access is via an access ramp off the adjacent playground.

3.
Site History

3.1.
2008. RR/2720/CC. Granted. The installation of a flat panel antenna to a chimney stack.

3.2. 2007. RR/2645/CC. Granted. The installation of a flat panel antenna to chimney stack.  

3.3. 2005. RR/2402/CC. Granted. Erection of detached single storey building on north east boundary for use as library and reading room.

3.4. 2003. RR/2223/CC. Granted. Removal of 2 single mobile classrooms and small shed and the installation of a double mobile classroom. 

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1. Rother District Council – Raise no objection subject to the temporary retention of the classroom unit for a period of three years, pending construction of a permanent extension should one be required
4.2. Dallington Parish Council – Raise no objections.

4.3. Local Residents – No representations received.
5.
The Development Plan policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1.
The South East Plan 2009: Policy C3 (AONB).

5.2.
Rother District Local Plan 2006: Policy GD1 (ii) and (iv) (General development criteria)

6.
Considerations

Need

6.1.
The mobile classroom unit provides essential teaching accommodation. The applicant confirms that pupil numbers have remained fairly consistent over recent years. As described above, funding for permanent accommodation is currently being investigated which may enable the temporary classroom unit to be removed from site. Thus, continued use of the classroom unit for a temporary period of 3 years is considered acceptable.

Siting and design 

6.2.
Policy GD1 of the Rother District Local Plan requires development (ii) to be in keeping with and not unreasonably harm the amenities of adjoining properties. Dallington School occupies a well defined site within the countryside. The existing mobile unit will be visible from public areas to the north-west, but is set back from the front school boundary with The Street and will be viewed alongside existing school buildings. It is however, located near to the south-west boundary with the residential property of Old Pantons Coach House, but is not considered to be overbearing. The classroom unit benefits from boundary screening in the form of timber fencing, over 2 metres in height, and vegetation. It is anticipated that the retention of the unit will not adversely affect the privacy of the residents or cause any additional noise and disturbance to that already created by the school. I consider the siting of the unit to be appropriate. 

6.3.
The design of the classroom unit is simple reflecting its functional requirement. It’s well maintained appearance and light green elevations respect the rural setting in which trees and vegetation are the dominant features. The height of unit matches nearby modern extensions and having an access ramp ensures appropriate access for all future users. 

Impact on High Weald AONB

6.4.
Policy GD1 of the Local Plan requires development to respect and not detract from the character and appearance of the locality (iv) and in (v) be compatible with conservation of the natural beauty of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. These requirements are reflected in Policy C3 of the South East Plan. As previously discussed, the double mobile unit is considered to have an appropriate siting and design: set back from the front school boundary and blending in well with existing school buildings and the setting. Thus, visual impact on the surrounding landscape is likely to be minimal. 

7.
Conclusion and reasons for approval

7.1.
In accordance with Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the decision on this application should be taken in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

7.2.
The retention of the mobile classroom unit for a further three years is not considered to pose a detrimental impact to either residential amenity or to the High Weald AONB. The proposal complies with Policy C3 of the South East Plan 2009 and Policy GD1 of the Rother District Local Plan 2006.

7.3.
There are no other material considerations and the decision should be taken in accordance with the development plans. 

8.
Recommendation     

8.1
To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The building hereby permitted shall be removed and the land restored to its former condition as a hard surfaced play area on or before 31st August 2012. 


Reason: To ensure the removal of the temporary structure, in the interests of visual amenity.
RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Transport & Environment

9 October 2009
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